FINDS SHAKESPEARR
. WAS AN IBPOSTOR

Chicago Judge Rules That
Bacon Was the Author of
the Bard's Plays.

GIVES DAMAGES IN SUIT

Awards $5,000 to Col. Fabyan in
Controversy with a Moving-
Picture Manufacturer.

Special to The New York Times.

CHICAGOQO, April 21.—That William
Bhakespeare was an impostor and a
cheap ‘actor to whom had been in-
trusted by Sir Francis Bacon, as au-
thor, the manuscripis of the piays that
for three centuries have borne Shaie-
speare's name; that these manuscripts
had been Intrusted to Shakespeare
solely for the purposes of presentation
on the stage, and that the authorship
of these plays rested in Bacon aione
end not in Shakespeare, is the obiter
dictum’of Judge Richard Stanlex Tuthill
of the Circunit Court of Chicago. Judge
Tuthill, himself a Shakespearean
scholar, rendered this decision toeday.
He expresses his belief that Bacon and
not Shakespeare wrote the plavs which
for nearly o9 years have been gener-
ally accepted by the world ai large as
the work of the Bard of A .on.

Judge Tuthiil awards 1o Cplonel
George Yabyan of Chicage, who is a
member of the {irm of Bliss, Fabyan &
Co. of New York, Chicago, and Boston,
dry goods commission nerchants, the
sum of §5,000 damages. Colonel Fabyan
recently revived the theory that Bacon
was the real author of the Shakespearean
Plays and that Shakespeare was merely .
employed by Bacon t0 interpret these
dramatic works. Judge Tithill awards
the damages because William N. Selig,
& moving-picture manufacturer, had.
sougnt 10 enjoin Colonel Fabyan from
publishing the facis which he alleged tu
be in his pessession showing ithat iBacon
and not Shakespeare wreie the jdayvs,
Colonel Fabyan has spent hundrals of
thousands ol doilars and nas ciaploved |
for zeveral years an eapert siauda of bii-
erary wourkers, versed in :Sz‘alinc;:j'ciih'.zali
literature, with the aid of a crypuc cude,
L0 prove iis lpeories, !

It is unierstood that the Selig inter-
ests are much dissatisfied with Judgu
Tuthill's decision and thut they wiil
carry the mailer to ihe ghest courts
Colonel Fabyan, on the otuer hand, suys
1nat he iz =u convinced ot the truii o
his theories thal he is prepured 10 take
the case 10 the United Staies Suprome
Couri 1I Lecessary. |

In his decision Jdudge Tutithill suys in
part: L

*That William Shakespeare wag born
April 25, 1554 that he vent to lonuon
about 1586 or 1587, that jor a ume there- |
eller e mede his living Working 1or
Burbage, 12t ile later became an actor
in Burouge's Theatre u«ind in wraveling
theatrical companies, that he retired
about icu9 or 1o6lvu to live in Strawvford-
on-Avon, wiere he engaged in business’
to the time of his deatn on Aprik 24, |
1616, and that ShaRespeare was 1oL an!
educa.te-_.cl man, are allegutivons waonich e
court finds true. . )

** The Court rurther finds that Francis
>acon was born Jamp. 26, 1w, that he
vas educalted not only in Mnelish but!

1 French, Latin, liaiian. Goerman, and !

ad a general educaudon wu.gquul 19 urj
superior to any one ol his awve; that he
¥as the compiler of 2 bouok of 1,360
&xioms and phrases selected from tile |
greatest zuthors and books of all time;
that in his Youth literary people were
frowned upon in England, but in Paris
literary people were in the rfavor of
ihe reigning powers, and literature was
having a renaissance. Buacen went 0
Paris in his earlyx youil:r and =pent:
Se\'er_‘a.l years in this atmosphere, |

**The Court takes judicial notice of |
historical Jucts and fa-ts well known,:
and {inds that there has beser, for siniy
Years a Controversy over the autboase-!
Ehip oI ceriain works whirh were piib-
lish=d shortly after the death of Shake-
Epeare and attributed to Shakespeare; |
that the gusestion alwavs lias been an
open question among scholars of equal
guthority and standing in the world of
;t:-tters. literature, and kuowledge as to:
tne authorship ¢f the above mentioned
worke, and that a vast bibliographe.
estimated by theose who are in a4 pos-
.‘tion o RKnow, at LMeewsry volimez, b,ogt
ceen written in discussion of Thee vexeol
Question. )

" Thne court further finids t(hat hy the

ublished and acknowiedycd works of
rrancie Bacon there is c.iwen a cipher
which Bacon devised in 1’5 euriy vouth
when In Paris, called ihs Lilieral ei-
Paer; that the witn-ss !l za et Wells
Gallup, has applied that cipdier a oo

— o ————

Ing to the directions I+f1 by Froo s jii-|
con, and has found thuat the noin.e ond
characier of Fhakespeare o =] as
a mask by Friancis Baeon o po.hlicn

rhilosophical facis, siories, and ztate--
ments, contrihuting t» the lit.riry ren-.
aissanca in Ingland which Lius been the
giory of the world.

*“*The court further mdz that the
claim of the friernds o '~ .12 Dacon
that he iz the author 7 . 0 works of
Shakespeare, and th« fau. o a0 clreotn-
stancss in the real Hitdiazs: e of the
controversy ever the o0« T f ogn-
'LhOI'iT}' and the ]:I"ﬁ(nrs Sl i tUet hereein
convinecsd the court thet Froa .5 ooy
is the Aauthor.”

Mr. Selig allezed thap the palll ation
of 1the hook trudinT 10 por v o lhai fincop
wrote the Snukespears ;o005 wadni in-
'llure him in Ii's project of making mav-
ng DiCLUress ¢ 1ayvs (o oconly attrin-
uted to Shak: =pear.-

There wns maeh diernyz-i » ti4s gfter.’
noon of Judge T30 s o0 - oL Jaenes
Webnar Linr, an associate jooofessor of
English, caid: j

“T knew notling af tie Sunke-
fPearaan knowledoa of  Jadeo Taattlill,
hut T am ol 0 thot the Fiaeov-rti o Kn-
Ereare  controverzy hase froally :,,.—‘..“!
geitled, Tt iz a triumi-bant yodjenrion
of Trnatius Dannellv anag gives 0.
caZn 1wo groent Literary judonuents, Tha
other wos that of the ! minnry won
decided that ~ome Chicago el eviale |
agent wrote T O°vrano o6 Flored e i
am sorry I can’t rememiv o tlhe panie
of either the real estate geent or 1he
iuminary, but I am «ire we shall all .
semember Iudgoe Tuth:ll ="

“* The decigion must have absalutely
no nfluence on the cometrover=:2."" said
Professor Albert H. Tolman, “* Tuige
Tuthill mav nnt have Enown anvthing
of the matter, and being fareed to mak.- .
a decision, did the becst he cetld, 10
Racon wrote Shakespeare's works some -
one will have to show who xwrage
Bzron's, because it is certain that the
two works are not by the zame 1nind.
They are tno radically different.’”’

C. H. Grabo, an instructer of English,
gaid that the entire matter was very
amusinz, and another authority, who
ssked that his name be withheld, siuid
that ‘° biliteral ”* cipher could ba used
to prove that Bacon or any one elze
vrote the Twenty-third Psalm.

Judge Tuthill is one of the best known
urists in Illincis. He has long bheen

nown for his Hterary attainments and
bis close study of Shakespeare. llis
ancestors came from Vermont. e wnsg
born in Jacks=on C(‘ounty, 111, in 1841,
and was admitted 16 the bar in 1899 at
Nashville, Tenn. He came to Chieaoo
In 1873, was elected City Attorney of
Chicago In 1875 and a4 Judge of the Cir-
cuit Court in 1587, He is a leading Mason
and a membher of the 1 'nion I.eague
(“ivh, the ITamiiton, the Iliinois, and
other well-known Chieago c¢lubs., 1lie
was for many Years a close friend of
the late General T.ogan, in whase di-
vision of the army ne served during the
civil war. He was also on terms of
friendship with President Chester A.
Arthur,

- ———

—— e

Ehe New JJork Eimes

Published: April 22, 1916
Copyright © The New York Times




